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Placcrrent oI M e-d4{]-q311tall in Areas of

S uDerelevatt  o n

Quest ions have becn raised recent ly regardrng lhe type of rnedian guardrai l  to use in curyes

where rnecl ian di tch slopes exceed 6:1.  (This mel l lo assumes the tangent ai lgnments within the

project have rncdian cl i tch slopes t l . iat  are 6: l  or f lat ter and that one l ine ofcable guardrai l  is

teing usecl  on the project) .  The guardrat l  con.ur. i l t tee recent iy discussed this s j tuatron and offers

thc fb1 )orving recomntendat lon.

I f  graded properly.  the n-redian clr tch on the 1o$, s ide of  the superelevat ion sect ion wi l l  remain 6:1

wtl l le the di tch slope on the high side of  the medran edge of pavement wi l l  vary and become

s teeper  rhan  6 :1 .  I ns t cac l  o f ch ing ing the typeo fg ra rd ra i l  f i om cab le  ra i i  t o  s tee lbeam guard ra i l

or begiru-1ng two I incs ef ;n11, piace the oable quarclrai i  on the 6.1 ntedian di tch slope mtdwaY

rveen the eclge vel  lan thc niddle of  the di At no I r le rar l
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S rcscrn nv

u1d
qiq!er !il4n I L5 i'eet lrorn the edse of the tr-a'/el lane

For example, on a.16 foot median, the guardrar l  r ,vr i1 be placed 11.5 feet f iom the edge of thc

ncar t r-a, , ,e l  lanc and 34.5 feet f ion'r  the edge of the opposrng travel  lane. The guardrai l  t ransl t lon

should occur pr ior io the beginnrng of the cun,e. A i6: l  f lare rate r .v i1l  be used to t ransi t ion the

sr,rardrai l .  The logic behtncl  th is placen.Ient assumes that even though a car, 'v i l l  t raverse dorvn a

stceper s lope than 6:1,  the car r .vr l l  have nore dis lancc to recover ar.rd str ike the cable rai l  on a

s tandarc l  6 : l  s1o  pe .

Plcase contact me Or Garry Lce r f  you hrr  c rny ( lucst iu l ls regardir . rg thiS intbnnatton
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